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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS REGULATIONS: TRANSPORTATION OF COMPRESSED OXY-
GEN, OTHER OXIDIZING GASES AND CHEMICAL OXYGEN GENERATORS ON AIRCRAFT 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
 
Airbus thanks the Research and Special Programs Administration for offering an opportunity to 
comment on this matter. 
 
The proposed regulation would limit the authorized cylinders to steel or aluminium ones complying 
with DOT specifications 3A, 3AA, 3AL, and 3HT. This restriction is based on the assumption that 
these are the most commonly used cylinders for the transportation of compressed oxygen aboard 
aircraft, and on the wish to simplify the pressure relief device setting requirements. 
 
Actually a significant portion of compressed oxygen cylinders are already made of composite mate-
rial, and this trend will likely increase in the future. Those composite cylinders are submitted to the 
same qualification tests as the steel/aluminium ones, and their prohibition would result in draw-
backs that are not commensurate with the expected simplification of the rule.  
 
We therefore request the RSPA to reconsider the restriction to DOT specifications 3A, 3AA, 3AL, 
and 3HT. Detailed explanation can be found in the attached memorandum.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 
Hartwig Asshauer 
Certification Manager, Air & Hydro-mechanical Systems 
Product Integrity Division 

Philippe de Gouttes 
Manager, Aviation Regulations 
Product Integrity Division 
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